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(54) Combustion process and apparatus therefor containing separate injection of fuel and 
oxidant streams 



(57) A burner assembly having improved flame 
length and shape control is presented, which includes 
in exemplary emodiments at least one fuel fluid inlet and 
at least one oxidant fluid inlet, means for transporting 
the fuel fluid from the fuel inlet to a plurality of fuel out- 
lets, the fuel fluid leaving the fuel outlets in fuel streams 
that are injected into a combustion chamber, means for 
transporting the oxidant fluid from the oxidant inlets to 
at least one oxidant outlet, the oxidant fluid leaving the 
oxidant outlets in oxidant fluid streams that are injected 



into the combustion chamber, with the fuel and oxidant 
outlets being physically separated, and geometrically 
arranged in order to impart to the fuel fluid streams and 
the oxidant fluid streams angles and velocities that allow 
combustion of the fuel fluid with the oxidant in a stable, 
wide, and luminous flame. Alternatively, injectors may 
be used alone or with the relractory block to inject oxi- 
dant and fuel gases. The burner assembly affords im- 
proved control over flame size and shape and may be 
adjusted for use with a particular furnace as required. 
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Description 

1. Field of the Invention 

5 The present invention relates to a combustion process and an apparatus therefor containing separate injectors to 

introduce separately a fuel and an oxidant in the combustion chamber of a furnace, so that the fuel burns with the 
oxidant in a wide luminous flame, and whereby the combustion of the fuel with the oxidant generates reduced quantities 
of nitrogen oxides (NO x ). 

Industrial high temperature processes, such as glass or frit melting, ferrous and non ferrous materials smelting, 

io use large amounts of energy to transform a variety of raw materials into a hot molten product, that is then casted, 
formed or otherwise disposed of in further stages of the industrial process. This operation is generally performed in 
large furnaces, that can produce as much as 500 tons (metric) per day of molten material. Combustion in the furnace 
of a fossil fuel, such as natural gas, atomized fuel oil, propane, or the like, with an oxidant that contains oxygen is a 
preferred method of supplying the energy. In some cases, the combustion is supplemented by electric heating. Most 

15 of the time, the fuel and the oxidant are introduced in the furnace through burners, in order to generate flames. The 
transfer of energy from the flames to the material to be meited results from the combination of convection at the surface 
of the material, and radiation to the surface or into the material if it is transparent to the~radiation. Flames that are highly 
radiative (usually referred to as luminous flames), are usually preferred, because they provide better heat transfer and, 
thus, higher fuel efficiency. , 

20 For flame heating, it is also very important to have the energy Irom the flame evenly distributed above the surface 

of the material to be melted. Otherwise, hot and cold regions may co-exist in the furnace, which is not desirable. The 
quality of products manufactured with material melted in such a furnace is often poor. For example, in a bath of molten 
glass, there may be glass stones in cold regions, and accelerated volatilization of glass in hot regions. Also; broad 
flames are preferred because they yield a better bath coverage. 

25 in many countries, particularly the United States, increasingly stringent regulations are being promulgated regard- 

ing emissions of NO x . It is, therefore, important to develop combustion techniques wherein NO x formation is. limited. 
In very high temperature processes, NO x formation is promoted by long residence times of oxygen and nitrogen mol- 
ecules in hot regions of the flame and the furnace. The use of substantially pure oxygen (90% or higher) instead 
of air as the oxidant has proven to be very successful in reducing the NO x emissions by as much as_90%, since all 

30 nitrogen is eliminated. However, substitution of air by substantially pure oxygen increases the flame temperature, and 
thus creates regions in the furnace where the reactivity of nitrogen with oxygen is high, and wherein the formation of 
NO x may proportionally increase, even though it is globally decreased when compared to combustion with air. Also, it 
is impossible in practice to eliminate all nitrogen from a furnace, because industrial furnaces are not tight to air leaks, 
the fuel usually contains some nitrogen, and oxygen supplied from non-cryogenic sources, such as oxygen produced 

35 by a Vacuum Swing Adsorption plant (VSA), contains a small residual nitrogen concentration. 

Conventional methods of combusting fuel and oxygen for heating furnaces utilize post mix oxy-fuel burners. Con- 
ventional oxy-fuel burners have a metallic body with inlets for a fuel and an oxidant with a high concentration of molecular 
oxygen, and means to transport the streams with separate coaxially oriented channels to multiple injectors located at 
the burner tip. These burners generate high temperature flames with the shape of a narrow pencil at the burner tip, 

40 which needs to be located far enough into the furnace, to avoid or reduce overheating of the furnace walls. As a 
consequence of the high temperatures encountered in melting furnaces, one important drawback of these burners is 
the need for cooling, usually a jacket where a circulating fluid such as water provides the cooling. Such a burner is 
described, for example, in British Patent 1,215,925. Severe corrosion problems for the cooling jacket can arise! partic- 
ularly when the furnace atmosphere contains condensable vapors. - ( 

^5 The gas cooled oxy-fuel burner is an improvement of the water-cooled burner. The body of the burner is protected 

from the furnace radiation by a refractory brick often referred to as a burner block, that possesses a substantially 
cylindrical cavity that opens into the furnace. The burner is usually mounted at the back of the cavity and it usually 
contains concentric injectors of fuel and oxidant located in the cavity, recessed from the furnace inner wall. The brick 
and the burner are cooled by a peripheral annular flow of gas, usually the oxidant gas. Such burners are described e. 

50 g. in USP 5,346,390 and USP 5,267 : 850. With this type of burner, combustion starts in the burner block before reaching 
the furnace. Thus, the flame is confined in and directed by the cylindrical cavity as a narrow axisymmetric jet, and 
provides insufficient covering of the melt in the furnace. These flames have high peak temperatures and generate 
relatively large amounts of NO x , because there is a direct contact between the oxygen and the fuel without dilution by 
the combustion products. 

55 Another drawback of these gas cooled burners is that the flame may overheat and damage the furnace refractory 

wall because it starts in the wall itself. Also recirculation zones under the flame itself tend to accelerate refractory wear 
when the furnace atmosphere chemically reacts with the refractory material of the furnace wall which may reduce the 
furnace lifetime. 
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British Patent 1,074,826 and USP 5,299,929 disclose burners containing alternated multiple oxygen and fuel in- 
jectors in parallel rows in order to obtain a flatter flame. Although this brings an improvement in terms of coverage of 
the melt, these burners still produce relatively large amounts of NO x . Another drawback of these burners is that they 
are mechanically complex to build in order to obtain a flat flame. 

It is also known to inject fuel and oxidant by streams separate distant injectors into a combustion chamber to 
generate flames detached from the furnace wall, with the aim of reducing refractory wear. One such apparatus is 
described in USP 5,302,112 wherein fuel and oxidant jets are injected at a converging angle into a furnace, which 
yields good mixing of the oxidant and fuel gases at the converging point of the two jets, thus enhancing the combustion 
rate but shortening the flame. However, the flame of such a burner has a high peak temperature and large quantities 
of nitrogen oxides are created in the furnace. To decrease this high peak temperature and significantly reduce formation 
of NO x it has been suggested in USP 4,378,205 to inject the fuel and/or the oxidant jets at very high velocities and to 
use separate injections of fuel and oxidant gases wherein the fuel and/or the oxidant jets entrain combustion products 
contained in the furnace atmosphere, and are diluted before the actual combustion between the fuel and the oxidant. 
However, the flames generated by these burners are almost invisible, as disclosed therein, col. 9, lines 58-65. It is, 
thus, extremely difficult for a furnace operator to determine and/or control the location of the combustion zones, and 
whether or not the burner apparatus is actually turned on, which may be hazardous. Another drawback of this burner 
is that the entrapment of combustion products promotes strong recirculation streams of gases in the furnace, which 
in turn accelerates the wear of the refractory walls of the furnace. Also, the use of high velocity oxidant jets requires 
the use of a high pressure oxidant supply, which means that the oxidant gas needs to be either produced or delivered 
20 at high pressure (the fuel gas is usually at relatively high pressure) or that the oxidant gas, such as the low pressure 
oxygen gas usually supplied by a VSA unit, has to be recompressed before being injected into the furnace. 

Burners in use today typically are only designed to use gaseous fuel or liquid fuels (perhaps by spray of the liquid 
fuel), but cannot burn both types of fuel simultaneously, or switch easily from gaseous fuel to liquid fuel. 

Liquid fuels present their own problems to the combustion artisan. The liquid fuel is typically atomized, and there 
25 are several different techniques available for the atomization of liquid fluids. The object is to produce jets of' liquid fluid 
droplets (also called "spray") which have defined geometric characteristics. The usual liquid fuels are not particularly 
flammable in the liquid state: only in the gaseous state are they able to support an oxidation reaction sufficiently rapid 
to give rise to the appearance of a flame. When one wishes to obtain stable flames with fuels that are liquid or viscous 
at ambient temperature, the principal difficulty is thus to "shrewdly condition" this liquid in such a way that it evaporates 
30 rapidly in order to support oxidation reactions in the interior of the flame. 

The method currently used to achieve this "shrewd conditioning" consists of atomizing the fuel in the form of 
droplets: thus, for a given quantity of fuel this makes possible a substantial increase in the amount of liquid surface 
exposed to the oxidant (the smaller the drops are, the greater will be the interfacial surface - the site of evaporation). 
In simplified terms there are three major methods for achieving atomization of a liquid' 

35 

1 . rotating cup atomization involves shredding the fluid with the air of a moving mechanical element. 

2. in mechanical atomization the fuel is compressed to very high pressures (15 to 30 bars), thus imparting to it a 
high kinetic energy. This energy results in shearing of the liquid when it is brought into contact with the exterior 
atmosphere and thus results in the formation of droplets. 

3. gaseous-fluid-assisted atomization can be used to arrive at a similar result while achieving a saving on high 
pressures (2 to 6 bars). 



40 



In simplified terms one can distinguish two types of gaseous-fluid- assisted atomization according to whether the 
liquid fuel and atomizing fluid are brought into contact inside or outside the atomizer head. These types may be referred 

45 to as internal atomization and external atomization. 

Internal atomization is characterized by confinement of the liquid fuel and atomizing fluid in an emulsion chamber 
The mode of introduction of the two fluids into this chamber can vary considerably and has a direct influence on the 
characteristics of the emulsion that exits from the chamber. Likewise, the internal geometry of this chamber (overall 
volume, vanes for producing rotation, number and diameters of the inlet and outlet orifices, and so forth) also affects 

50 the specific characteristics of the fuel/atomizing fluid mixture to be burned. 

This mode of atomization generally affords an excellent quality of atomization, that is, an emulsion composed of 
very small particles with a very narrow particle size distribution about these small diameters. At a given fuel delivery 
rate, this emulsion quality is naturally a function of the atomizing fluid delivery rate employed and the pressure level 
prevailing in the interior of the atomizing chamber. 

55 For external atomization, where contact between the two phases takes place outside of any confining enclosure, 

the emulsion is created mainly by shearing of the jet of .liquid fuel by the atomizing fluid. The geometry of the outlets 
for the two fluids completely determines the quality of the atomizatioa and particle size analysis of the drops resulting 
from the contact shows a relatively wide diameter distribution (simultaneous presence of small and large particles). 
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In the field of liquid fuel atomization, the principal known priority for the invention is published European Patent 
Application No. 0687858 Al, which claims an external atomization device that produces a very narrow spray angle (less 
than 15°). This published application in particular claims that to successfully achieve this specific characteristic the 
angle formed between the atomizing fluid and the liquid fuel must be between 5° and 30°. 

5 Another disclosed liquid fuel atomization device is the one disclosed in European Patent Application No. 0335728 

A3, which claims a device for the introduction of a fluid into a combustion enclosure through the expedient of several 
distinct conduits branching from a common main conduit. 

A need exists for a burner which may operate at low pressure, particularly for the oxidant gas, while producing a 
wide, flat luminous flame with reduced NO x emissions, and which affords a manner of controlling flame length so as 

io to adapt the flame to the furnace in which it is used. There also exists a need in the art for a burner having the capability 
of burning gaseous fuels and liquid fuels, either at the same time or in the alternative. There is a need in the combustion 
art for a liquid fuel atomizer that falls within the scope of the third mode of atomization, a complete device thatmakes 
possible a controlled fluid introduction into the combustion zone that is a two-phase mixture of atomizing gas and 
droplets of liquid fuel, wherein atomization takes place outside of the nozzle (external atomization) and yet permits 

15 forming distinct spray jets having high relative angles (5° to 30°). In particular the combustion art is desirous of a/device 
for atomization ol a liquid fuel using a gaseous fluid and the application of this device to a burner such as the -burner 
assemblies described herein. 

In accordance with the present invention, methods and systems for combustion of a fuel with oxygen contained 
in an oxidant gas are presented, wherein the fuel and oxidant gas are injected in separate fluid streams into a com- 

20 bustion chamber of a high temperature furnace (having a temperature of at least, 820°C or.J 500°F) in such proportions 
that the molar ratio of oxygen in the oxidant flow to fuel flow is between 0.95 and 1 .05 (stoichiometric ratio), the fuel 
and oxidant producing a wide, luminous, well-defined flame. Methods and systems of the present invention generate 
reduced quantities of NO x . 

In general, the inventive burner assembly is characterized by at least one fuel fluid inlet and at least one oxidant 
25 fluid inlet, means for transporting the fuel fluid from the fuel inlet to a plurality of fuel outlets, the fuel fluid leaving the 
fuel outlets in fuel streams that are injected into a combustion chamber, means for transporting the oxidant fluid from 
the oxidant inlets to at least one oxidant outlet, the oxidant fluid leaving the oxidant outlets in oxidant fluid streams that 
are injected into the combustion chamber, with the fuel and oxidant outlets being physically separated, and geometri- 
cally arranged in order to impart to the fuel fluid streams and the oxidant fluid streams angles (referred to herein as 
30 "final" angles) and velocities (as the fuel and oxidant enter the combustion chamber) that allow combustion of the fuel 
fluid with the oxidant in a stable, wide, and luminous flame. 

Thus, one aspect of the invention is a burner assembly having improved flame length and shape control, charac- 
terized by: 

a refractory block adapted to be in fluid connection with sources of oxidant and fuel, the refractory block having 
35 a fuel and oxidant entrance end and a fuel and oxidant exit end, the exit end having fuel exits and oxidant exits, the 
refractory block further having a plurality of fuel cavities, at least two of the fuel cavities defining a first fuel.plane, and 
a plurality of oxidant cavities defining a second oxidant plane, the fuel cavities being more numerous than the oxidant 
cavities. 

Preferred are burner assemblies of this aspect of the invention wherein the oxidant exits are larger than the fuel 
40 exits, and embodiments wherein one or more cavities has therein an injector positioned therein, as defined herein. 

Preferred refractory blocks have at least five cavities, three cavities at a lower portion thereof for injection of fuel 
into a furnace combustion chamber, and two cavities at an upper portion thereof for injection of an oxidant into a furnace 
combustion chamber. 

Alternatively, especially in the case when liquid fuels such as fuel oil is used as the fuel, the oxidant cavities are 
45 preferably more numerous than the fuel cavities. 

In a particularly preferred embodiment ( a so-called "bi-fuel" embodiment), the refractory block has at least one 
liquid fuel cavity and at least one gaseous fuel cavity. In these embodiments, it is preferred that the liquid fuel cavity 
be positioned below that gaseous fuel cavities, and the gaseous fuel cavities positioned below the oxidant cavities, as 
further described herein. 

so Prelerably, the fuel and oxidant exits are circular and contoured. The cavities are preferably straight holes through 

the refractory block form a fluid entrance end of the block to a fluid exit end of the block. The burner assembly of the 
invention may in some preferred embodiments comprise a fuel distributor or atomizer which is a single, integral com- 
ponent which fits inside a cavity of the refractory block, the fuel distributor having multiple fuel exits. 

Another burner assembly embodiment of the invention is that characterized by a refractory block having a fuel and 
55 oxidant entrance end and a fuel and oxidant exit end, and further having a single liquid fuel cavity and a plurality of 
oxidant cavities, the oxidant cavities defining an oxidant plane which is positioned at an upper portion of the refractory 
block and above the liquid fuel cavity. 

Yet another burner assembly of the invention is characterized by a refractory block having a fuel and oxidant 
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entrance end and a fuel and oxidant exit end, and further having a plurality of fuel cavities and a plurality of oxidant 
cavities, at least two of the oxidant cavities defining a first oxidant plane which is positioned at an upper portion of the 
refractory block and above a portion of the fuel cavities defining a fuel plane, wherein at least some of the oxidant 
cavities form a second plane at a position lower in the refractory block than the first oxidant plane, and wherein at least 
one of the oxidant cavities in the second oxidant plane has positioned therein a fuel injector having a diameter smaller 
than its corresponding oxidant cavity. 

Another burner assembly embodiment. of the invention is characterized by a refractory block having a fuel and 
oxidant entrance end and a fuel and oxidant exit end, and further having a plurality of fuel cavities and a single oxidant 
cavity, said oxidant cavity positioned at an upper portion of the refractory block and above a portion of the fuel cavities 
defining a fuel plane. The oxidant cavity itself (cross-section) and its exit may be non-circular, such as rectangular, 
oval, ellipsoidal, and the like, in all cases preferably with contoured edges at the block exit face as described herein." 
Another burner assembly of the invention is characterized by: 

a) at least two fuel injectors defining a first plane; 
75 b) at least one oxidant injector; 

c) a wall through which the oxidant and the fuel injectors protrude into a combustion chamber, the injectors remov- 
ably secured in the wall; 

wherein the oxidant injectors are positioned at a converging angle toward the first plane in the combustion chamber 
20 ranging Irom 0 C to 15°. 

Another aspect of the invention is a method of combustion of a fuel with an oxidant, the method is characterized by: 

a) providing a supply of an oxidant fluid stream; 

b) injecting the oxidant fluid stream into a combustion chamber to create at least one injected oxidant fluid stream; 

c) providing a suddIv of a f ual fluid stream- 



2S 
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I providing a supply of a fuel fluid stream; 

d) injecting the fuel fluid stream into the combustion chamber to create at least two injected fuel fluid streams- 

e) creating a substantially planar sheet of fuel fluid in the combustion chamber by injecting the.at least two injected 
fuel fluid streams into the combustion chamber, at least two of the injected fuel fluid streams being substantially 
located in a first fuel plane; 

f) intersecting the oxidanl fluid stream with Ihe sheet of fuel fluid in the combustion chamber; and 

g) combusting the fuel fluid with the oxidant fluid in the combustion chamber. 

In preferred processes in accordance with the invention, Iwo adjacent fuel fluid streams have a final diverging' 1 
angle which is not greater than 15°. Olher preferred methods are those wherein gaseous and liquid fuels are, burned 
simultaneously, and methods wherein gaseous fuel (or liquid fuel) is burned first, followed by liquid fuel (or gasefjs fuel) 
It has been discovered that when Ihe oxidant flow cavities are arranged in a diverging fashion the flamefs widen 
In some embodiments, the flame breadth can be increased (without significant decrease in the flame lengthfby pro- 
viding the fuel and/or oxidant flow cavities with a final divergence angle slightly more than their initial divergent! angle 
as further described herein. Also, in some preferred embodiments, oxidant and fuel injectors are used (espef iallv for 
40 fuel) which fit inside the fuel and/or oxidant cavities. 

Other embodiments of the method and apparatus of the invention include the provision ol different distances be- 
tween oxidant cavities and fuel cavities, depending on the type of fuel being burned (for example gaseous fuel vs 
liquid fuel); non-parallel oxidant cavities (i.e. having diverging angles); and the provision, especially forfuel oil purposes 
of a fuel injector having multiple diverging fuel sub-injectors, the fuel injector being located in one cavity of the refractory 
45 block. " ' 
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FIG. 1 illustrates one embodiment of a refractory block component of a burner assembly of the present invention 
wherein the fuel "sheet" is made by using three (3) fuel injectors located in a first plane, and wherein the oxidant 
is supplied by two (2) injectors located in a second plane; 
FIG. 2 is a front view of the arrangement of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a schematic side view of the combustion process that occurs in a furnace when the configuration of FIGs 
1 or 2 is used; 

FIG. 4 is a top view of the process of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 illustrates a second burner assembly embodiment of the present invention, where the fuel "sheet" is formed 
by using two fuel cavities in a first fuel plane, the oxidant being supplied by two cavities in a second plane, and 
flame stabilization being supplied by an auxiliary fuel injection in the second plane; 

FIG. 6 illustrates a third burner assembly embodiment of the present invention, where the fuel "sheet" is formed 
by using two fuel cavities in a first fuel plane, the oxidant being supplied by two cavities in a second plane and 
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t wherein the flame is being stabilized by an auxiliary oxidant cavity in the first fuel plane, between the fuel cavities. 

FIG. 7 illustrates a perspective view of one burner assembly embodiment of the present invention; 
FIGs. 8(a), (b) and (c) illustrate top, back and side views, respectively, of a burner assembly of the present invention 
including cavities; 

5 FIGs. 9 (a) and (b) illustrate a refractory block of the present invention, showing various cavities; 

FIGs. 10 (a), (b), (c) and (d) illustrate a burner block assembly, oxygen distributor and fuel distributor of the present 
invention; 

FIGs. 11 (a), (b), (c), (d), and (e) illustrate another burner block assembly, oxygen distributor and fuel distributor 
of the present invention; 

10 FIGs. 12 (a), (b), (c) and (d) illustrate a burner assembly of the invention in top, side; bottom, and. detail views, 

showing in particular, the tube sealing detail; 

FIG. 13a is a perspective view of a refractory block useful in the invention, illustrating two oxidant cavities, three 
fuel gas cavities, and one fuel oil cavity; 

FIG. 1 3b is a side elevation view of the refractory block of FIG 1 3b; 
15 FIG. 1 3c is a side elevation view of an alternate design for the refractory block of FIG. 1 3a; 

FIG. 14 is a side elevation view of a burner assembly without a refractory block, having only oxidant and fuel 
injectors; 

FIG. 1 5 is a plan view of a refractory block, illustrating cavities; 

FIG. 16 is a plan view of the refractory block of FIG. 15, illustrating an embodiment having short injectors inside 
20 the cavities; 

FIG. 17 is a plan view of the refractory block of FIG. 1 5, illustrating an embodiment having long injectors protruding 
outside of the cavities: 

FIG. 18 is a side elevation view of a liquid fuel atomizer useful in the invention; 

FIGS. 19a and 19b are sectional and front end elevation views, respectively, of the liquid fuel atomizer of FIG. 18; 
25 FIG. 20a is a schematic illustration of a refractory block and cavity in same; 

FIG. 20b is a schematic illustrating a preferred relationship between throat diameter and gas' exit diameter for an 
injector or cavity; and 

FIGs. 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, and 33 are front elevation views of thirteen refractory block 
embodiments within the invention. 

30 

I. General Aspects 



According to one aspect of the present invention, the combustion process and apparatus therefor are provided 
which operates with low oxidant supply pressure : such as the pressure delivered by a-vacuum swing adsorption oxygen 

35 production unit. Low oxidant pressure means a pressure ranging from 105,000 to 170,000 Pa (absolute pressure) (50 
m bar to 0.7 bar/relative pressure). 

According to the present invention, the fuel and the oxidant are introduced in the furnace through separate cavities 
in the burner assembly. The term "fuel", according to this invention, means, for example, methane, natural gas, liquefied 
natural gas, propane, atomized oil or the like (either in gaseous or liquid form) at either room temperature (25°C) or in 

40 preheated form. The term "oxidant", according to the present invention, means a gas with an oxygen molar concen- 
tration of at least 50%. Such oxidants include oxygen-enriched air containing at least 50% vol., oxygen such as "in- 
dustrially" pure oxygen (99.5%) produced by a cryogenic air separation plant or non-pure oxygen produced by e.g. a 
vacuum swing adsorption process (88% vol. 0 2 or more) or "impure" oxygen produced from air or any othersource 
by filtration : adsorption, absorption, membrane separation, or the like, at either room temperature or in preheated form. 

45 The cavities, as defined herein, are passages through a ceramic block or through a furnace wall, and preferably 

have a generally cylindrical cross section. Any equivalent cross section can be used, such as square, rectangular, 
ellipsoid, oval, and the like. Injectors are defined herein as tubular members having an outer shape which mates with 
its respective cavity, and which can be placed in its respective cavity to prolong the use of the refractory burner block. 
Injectors can be either metallic tubes, metallic tubes or pipes with ceramic ends, ceramic tubes, or a combination 

50 thereof. Examples of suitable ceramic materials for injector tubes include alumina, zirconia, yttria, silicon carbide, and 
the like. Various stainless steels may be used for the injectors if the injectors are metallic, and metallic injectors having 
heat-protective refractory coatings, employing materials such as those mentioned for ceramic injectors : are also pos- 
sible. 

Injectors are preferred but not absolutely necessary. For example, injectors would not be necessary if the cavities 
55 are covered or coated with a layer of ceramic or any other material which withstands the high temperature and has 
adequate non-porosity to avoid penetration of gas through the refractory block 

The injectors are installed in cavities opened through the furnace walls, or through a refractory or ceramic brick 
mounted in the furnace wall. In some embodiments, the length of the injector is purposely made insufficient to span 



6 



BNSDOCID: <EP_. 075491 2A2 I > 



EP0 754 912 A2 



the respective length of its cavity in the burner block: the fuel or oxidant flows from the injector into the cavity, then 
from the cavity into the combustion chamber of the furnace. Thus, in some embodiments, the injector stops before any 
change in direction of the gas flow that can be imparted by the geometry of the cavity; in other embodiments, the 
injector may protrude out of the refractory block and into the combustion chamber In other embodiments there may 
5 be no injectors at all. 

The fuel injection is preferably made by at least two, preferably identical, cavities which axis are located preferably 
in a same plane, further referred to as the first fuel plane. The fuel and oxidant outlets are physically separated and 
geometrically arranged in order to impart to the fuel fluid streams and the oxidant fluid streams angles and velocities 
that allow combustion of the fuel fluid with the oxidant in a stable, wide, and luminous flame. 

io |n preferred embodiments, the fuel cavities diverge at an initial angle, and then this initial divergence angle in- 

creases slightly just before the fuel enters the combustion chamber to the final divergence angle. This final divergence 
angle is preferably only a few degrees larger than the first divergence angle. A preferred final angle between two 
adjacent fuel cavities is between 3 and 10 degrees. The distance 1 between the extremities of the cavities when the 
fuel enters the combustion chamber of the furnace is comprised preferably between 4 and 10 times the inner diameter 

is d of each fuel injector in the first plane. The first plane is preferably but not necessarily parallel to the melt surface. 
When the fuel injector or cavity is not circular the dimension "d" is an equivalent diameter corresponding to the cross- 
sectional area of an equalivalent circular injector or cavity. The combination of the fuel jets from the fuel cavities is 
such that it creates a fuel "sheet". By fuel "sheet", it is meant a substantially continuous cloud of fuel droplets (if liquid) 
or fuel gas in an angle of the first plane of at most 1 20°, preferably between 20° and 60°, and preferabiy.symmetrical 

20 relative to the longitudinal axis of symmetry of the fuel cavities. The velocity of the fuel gas in the cavities is preferably 
at least 1 5 m/s. 

According to one preferred embodiment of the present invention, a process is provided wherein a "sheet" of fuel 
fluid is generated above the surface to be heated, e.g. by means of at least two fuel cavities that make a final diverging 
angle preferably smaller than 15 degrees, said fuel cavities being located in a first plane, an oxidant fluid having a 

25 lower velocity than that of the fuel fluid (preferably not exceeding 60 meters per second (m/s) being injected above the 
surface to be heated, preferably with at least two oxygen cavities, two adjacent oxygen cavities making a final diverging 
angle smaller than 15 degrees. These cavities are preferably located in a second plane, which converges to and 
intersects with the first plane in the combustion chamber. The low velocity oxidant fluid jets which intersect with the 
fuel sheet, are dragged by the fuel flow along the fuel sheet, and create a combustion zone that stretches along the 

30 "sheet". Accordingly, at the beginning of the combustion zone of the combustion chamber, a fuel-rich region is main- 
tained at the underside of the fuel cloud where significant amounts of soot are formed. The soot and the fuel are then 
progressively oxidized by the oxidant that diffuses along the combustion zone. 

According to a particular embodiment of the invention, a method of combustion in a combustion zone is provided 
for a burner assembly containing at least two fuel fluid cavities, at least one oxidant fluid cavity and at least one exit 

35 face at which the fuel fluid cavities and oxidant fluid cavity terminates, the process entailing: 

providing a supply of an oxidant fluid stream; " 
injecting said oxidant fluid stream through said at least one oxidant fluid cavity to create at least one injected 
oxidant fluid stream; 
40 providing a supply of a fuel fluid stream; 

injecting said fuel fluid stream through said at least two fuel fluid cavities to create at least two injected fuel fluid 
streams; 

creating a substantially planar sheet of fuel fluid by injecting the at least two injected fuel fluid streams with a final 
diverging angle, at least two injected fuel fluid streams being substantially located in a first fuel plane; 
45 intersecting the oxidant fluid stream with the sheet of fuel fluid in the combustion zone; and 

combusting the oxidant fluid with the fuel fluid in the combustion zone. 

Additionally, the invention also provides stabilization of the flame with an auxiliary injection of fuel and/or oxidant 
gases. 

50 According to another embodiment of the invention, it is possible to also have additional fuel cavities, e.g. located 

in a second fuel plane, beneath the first fuel plane and preferably parallel to or slightly converging with the first fuel plane. 

The injection of the oxidant fluid is made by at least two, preferably identical, cavities whose axis are located in 
the same plane, namely a first oxidant plane. The axial distance L between the tips of the oxidant cavities where the 
oxidant flow enters the combustion chamber of the furnace is comprised preferably between 2 and 10 times the inner 

55 diameter D (or equivalent diameter, as defined previously for "d") of each oxidant injector in the second plane. Two 
adjacent oxidant cavities make a final diverging angle (in the direction of the flow) between 0 and 1 5 degrees, preferably 
between 0 and 7 degrees. The oxidant velocity in the cavities is smaller than the fuel velocity in the cavities of the first 
oxidant plane, and preferably smaller than 60 (m/s). In some embodiments of the invention, the oxidant cavities contain 
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so-called swlrlers, intended to give to the oxidant streams a swirling motion to increase the spreading of the oxidant 
streams in the combustion zone, and improve the mixing between the oxidant and the fuel sheet Suitable swirlers are 
metallic fins or twisted stripes of metal placed in the cavities or injectors. 

The total quantities of fuel and oxidant used by the combustion system are such that the flow of oxygen ranges 
5 from 0.95 to 1 .05 of the theoretical stoichiometric flow of oxygen necessary to obtain the complete combustion of the 
fuel flow. Another expression of this statement is that the combustion ratio is between 0.95 and 1 .05. 

The angle I between the first fuel plane and the second (oxidant) plane is between 0 and 20 degrees, the first fuel 
plane and second plane converging toward the combustion chamber The distance h between the first fuel plane and 
the second plane is at least equal to 2 times the diameter D, in the vertical plane at the exit of the cavities, With the 
10 first fuel plane being considered as substantially horizontal. 

The present invention also relates to a burner assembly comprising at least two fuel fluid cavities, at least one 
oxidant fluid cavity and at least one exit face at which the fuel fluid cavities and the oxidant fluid cavity terminates, 
characterized by: 

is means for supplying an oxidant fluid stream; 

. means to inject said oxidant fluid stream in said at least one oxidant fluid cavity to create at least one injected 
oxidant fluid stream; 
means for supplying a fuel fluid stream; 

means to inject said fuel fluid stream in said at least two fuel fluid cavities to create at least two injected fuel fluid 
20 streams; 

wherein the directions of injection of the oxidant fluid stream and the fuel fluid stream are substantially converging 
while the directions of at least two adjacent fuel fluid channels are diverging. 

A first refractory block component 5 of a burner assembly embodiment of the invention is illustrated in FIG. 1, 

25 having three fuel fluid cavities la, 1b, and 1c in a first plane 2, and two oxidant fluid cavities 3a and 3b in the second 
plane 4. The two first and second planes (2 and 4) make an angle I. The three fuel fluid cavities la, 1b, and Ic make 
an angle (i between two adjacent ones, preferably the same. Preferably, the axis of the middle fuel cavity 1b is per- 
pendicular to an exit face 10 of refractory block 5. 

FIG. 2 illustrates a front view of block 5 of FIG. 1 . On FIG. 2, d represents the diameter of fuel cavities 1 a, 1 b, and 

30 Ic at exit face 10; 1 represents their respective axial separation distance at exit face 10; D represents the diameter of 
oxidant cavities 3a and 3b at exit face 1 0; and L their respective axial separation distance at exit face 1 0. "h u represents 
the distance between planes 2 and 4 at exit face 10 of block 5. It is to be recognized that all dimensions described 
herein with reference to FIG. 2 may be modified based on the particular fuel used. For example, if fuel oil is used, the 
distance h would tend to be greater than if natural gas were used as the fuel. . . A 

35 FIG. 3 represents a schematic side elevation view of the operation of the combustion system of FIGs. 1 |hd 2 as 

used in, for example, a glass melting tank 1 2, while FIG. 4 illustrates a perspective view of the system of FIGi 1 -3. A 
fuel "sheet" or "cloud" is formed by fuel fluid streams exiting the fuel cavities in the first plane 2. Jets of oxidaj t 6 exit 
the cavities of the second plane 4, and intersect the fuel sheet in the combustion chamber 70 of the f urnace. Com ^ustion 
of the fuel with the oxidant occurs at an interface between the two flows to generate a flame 8 above the meltf. In the 

to early stages of the combustion process, the region located under the flame is fuel rich, which promotes the formation 
of carbon particles (soot) and thus enhances the luminosity of the flame. This is one of the characteristics of the 
invention: by spreading the fuel in a plane and creating planar layer or a "sheet" all over the melt substantially parallel 
to the melt and directing oxygen from above into the direction of the "sheet" to intersect the "sheet", then combustion 
preferably occurs in between the oxidant fluid and the fuel fluid where they cross each other. Before the intersection 

45 of the planes, the flow is stratified, the bottom portion of the flame (which is closer to the melt) being fuel rich and thus 
generating soot because of the excess amount of fuel which is cracked by the high temperature flame. This soot is 
entrained by the gaseous stream beyond the intersection of the planes, to be further reburned in the flame which is 
thus more luminous. / 

The configuration illustrated in FIGs. 1 to 3 was tested in a pilot scale furnace of square cross section (1 in wide 

50 and 2.5 meters long). The furnace was heated up to 820°C (1500°F) by an assist oxygen natural gas burner. When 
the furnace temperature was high enough, the combustion system of the invention was started and the assist burner 
shut down. The flame was viewed from the side of the furnace which had viewing ports. When necessary, the, burner 
assembly including the refractory block illustrated in FIG. 1 was rotated (e.g. by 90 degrees), so that the flame could 
be better monitored from the side viewports. In all experiments : the first plane of the natural gas cavities was parallel 

55 to one of the furnace walls (side or bottom). 

The combustion system that was tested used natural gas flowing at 32 nm 3 /hr (1 200 scfh) as a fuel fluid and pure 
oxygen flowing at 64 nm 3 /hr (2400 scfh) as the oxidant fluid under a pressure of 1 00 m bar above the furnace pressure. 
This represents a combustion ratio of 1. The distance L between the oxygen cavities was 15 cm. The angle between 
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the natural gas cavities was 5 degrees. The arrangement allowed to vary the distance h between the first plane and 
the second plane from 2.5 cm to 10 cm, and the relative angle of the two oxygen cavities from 0 to 5 degrees. The 
cavities included injectors made of ceramic mullite tubes (stainless steel tubes have been further tested too). All cavities 
were mounted in cavities drilled through refractory material (referred to as the refractory block 5). The diameter of the 
natural gas cavities was varied between 0.925 cm and 1.58 cm (0.364 inches and 0.622 inches) so that fuel fluid 
velocities of 44 m/s, 26 m/s, and 16 m/s, were respectively achieved. The diameter of the oxygen cavities was varied 
between 1 . 9 and 2.66 cm (0.75 and 1 .049 inches) so that oxygen velocities of 1 6 m/s, 27 m/s, and 31 m/s were achieved. 
The CO : 0 2 , C0 2 , NO x contents in the flue gases were continuously monitored. Similar conditions with excess oxygen 
and furnace leaking (air ingress) were maintained during all the tests so that the NO x emissions from the various 
configurations can be compared. The average furnace temperature was 1450°C for all the tests. A sampling probe 
was also introduced in the furnace, at a distance of two meters from the block 5 to measure the local CO concentration 
in the flame. Low measured CO concentrations at the sampling probe indicate short flames. Another indication of short 
flames for this particular furnace is the observation of relatively low temperature flue gases, with the same stoichiometric 
conditions. 

Also tested in the pilot furnace was an oxygen-natural gas burner of the post mix type, with a generic "tube in tube" 
design: injection of natural gas surrounded by an annular oxygen stream. This burner was used as a reference. The 
burner was attached to the furnace wall, and generated 500 ppm of NO x in the flue gases. 

For the system according to the invention, when the distance h was equal to 2.5. cm and the angle between the 
two planes was equal to 0 degree, a stable flame was generated, detached from the burner block. There was evidence 
of very good mixing between the fuel and oxygen jets. The flame length was short (1 .5 m), especially when the velocity 
of the fuel was 2 to 4 times the velocity of the oxygen. The NO x concentration was 400 ppm. The flame appeared to 
be slightly broader than the reference flame. 

As the distance h was increased (still maintaining a=0°), the mixing between natural gas and oxygen was delayed, 
and some soot was formed in the flame. At h = Bern, the flame appeared very voluminous and very long. Large amounts 
2$ of soot were observed on the water cooled sampling probe at 2 meters from the burner block in which the burner is 
installed. The flame was visible, but its boundaries were hard to define because the flame was unstable. The furnace 
pressure exhibited important pressure fluctuations due to this instability. The NO x emissions were dramatically reduced 
to 60 ppm. Although the quality of the combustion seemed relatively poor, there was no CO left in the flue gases. 
At h = 8cm, an improvement of the flame stability was obtained when the angle between the first and the second 
so planes was increased to 5°, 10°, and 20°. The angle 1=20° gave the best stability. Increasing a beyond 20° did not 
significantly reduce the amount of soot formed and the flame luminosity, did not reduce the flame width, but increased 
the NOx concentration in the flue gases, and decreased the flame length. Also the impingement of the oxygen jets on 
the fuel sheet at the angle of 20°, even when the oxygen velocity was reduced, modified the shape of the "sheet 0 , and 
deflected it towards the wall parallel to the first plane, which was found to be undesirable. The flame could be considered 
35 as being stable or very stable (for h=8 cm) for an angle comprised between 5° and 15°. 

In a given configuration, increasing the ratio of natural gas velocity to oxygen velocity improved the flame stability. 
For example the configuration where I = 10° and h = 8cm is stable when the fuel velocity is 70 m/s and the oxygen 
velocity is 16 m/s. However, the stability effect is detrimental to the flame length and luminosity The larger natural gas 
velocity was obtained by closing the natural gas injector located in the center of the first plane, so that all the natural 
40 gas was flowing through the two outer natural gas cavities. 

It has been unexpectedly found, however, that the flame stability could be significantly improved without affecting 
the flame luminosity and the flame length if one natural gas injector is located in between the two oxygen cavities of 
the second plane, such as indicated on FIG. 5, preferably if one of the natural gas injector 21 in the first plane 2 is 
moved to the second plane 4, or close to it, substantially at the same distance from each oxygen injector 23, 24. The 
other two fuel cavities 20, 22 keep the same position. Most preferably, if three gas cavities 20, 21 , 22 and two oxygen 
cavities 23, 24 are provided, it is preferred to have two natural gas cavities 20, 22 in the first plane 2, two oxygen 
cavities 23 : 24 in the second plane 4 and a third natural gas injector 21 located close to or in the second plane 4, 
preferably at substantially the same distance from the fuel cavities, said distance being preferably smaller than or 
preferably at most equal in the distance from the two oxygen cavities. Approximately one third of the natural gas flow 
may be diverted from the first plane 2 to improve the flame stability. A stabilizing combustion zone is created between 
the first fuel plane 2 and the second (oxidant) plane 4, that initiates the combustion above the main fuel sheet. A 
preferred location for the stabilizing natural auxiliary jet is the median plane between the oxygen cavities. In conditions 
where the natural gas velocity was 44 m/s, the oxygen velocity was 16 m/s, the distance h was 8 cm, and the angle I 
was 10°, lower NO x emissions (63 ppm) were found when the auxiliary natural gas injector was located exactly in 
between the oxygen cavities, than when the auxiliary natural gas injector was closer to one or the other oxygen cavities 
(74 ppm). However, in both cases, NO x emissions were low. 

Modifying the angle I can be advantageously used to increase the heat transfer to the wall towards the first plane. 
It has been found that increasing the angle I from 0° to 10° increased the temperature difference between the wall 
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located near the first plane 2 and the opposed wall from 0°C to 27°C. At I = 20° the temperature difference was 32°C. 

A combustion system according to the invention can thus be used to increase the heat transfer toward the load 
and reduce the furnace crown temperature. 

According to another embodiment of the invention, an equivalent improvement of the flame stability can be obtained 
s if an auxiliary oxygen injector 25 is installed in the first plane 2 of the fuel cavities 20, 22, as shown for example on 
FIG. 6. (The same relative locations of this oxygen injector and the gas cavities applies, as disclosed on FIG. 5.) In 
this configuration, there are two oxygen cavities 23, 24 in the second plane 4 and two fuel cavities 20, 22 and one 
oxygen injector 25 in the first fuel plane 2. 

As it appears from the above description of the operation of the combustion system, the flame length can be varied 
10 by changing the angle I between the second plane 4 of the oxygen cavities and the first fuel plane 2 of the fuel cavities. 
The flame stability is enhanced and maintained over the range of flame length adjustment by an auxiliary injection of 
fuel near the oxygen cavities, or an auxiliary injection of oxygen near the fuel cavities. Changing the angle between 
the two flames can also be used to increase the heat transfer towards the load of the furnace, and thus improve the 
efficiency of the fuel burnt. In the case of glass furnaces, additional heat transfer in some areas of furnaces can be 
is useful to enhance the convective circulations of the molten glass and/or increase the residence time of the molten 
glass in the furnace, which improves the glass quality. ' 

Combustion systems of the present invention are intended to be used, for example, to replace air-fuel combustion 
systems in already existing furnaces, and/or to be used as the main source of energy in new furnaces. 

In accordance with yet another aspect of the present invention, a burner is provided having oxidant exits' which 
20 are slightly angled to the sides, and generally contoured, preferably rounded, at their tips (i.e. at Ihe exit face 1 0): Quite 
surprisingly, it has been discovered that the angled exits allow the oxygen flow and, thus, the flame to be wider and 
prevent fuel from exiting unburned. Additionally, the rounded tips cause less turbulence, and, hence, afford a greater 

control over flame shape. - - 

In fact, obtainment of a particular flame shape is most important and it is quite advantageous to be able to adjust 
25 flame shape to customer need. _ % 

These and other aspects of the present invention will be now be further described by reference to FIGs. 7-12. 
The principal components of a preferred burner assembly depicted in Figure 7 are: 1) a refractory block 5; 2) a- 
mounting bracket assembly 72; 3) a fuel distributor 74, located at the bottom of the mounting bracket assembly, and 
4) an oxidant distributor 76, located at the top of the mounting bracket assembly. Fuel is supplied through an inlet 78. 
30 Oxidant is supplied to the burner assembly through an inlet 80. 

In FIGs. 8a (plan view), 8b (end elevation) and 8c (side elevation) the fuel and oxidant cavities are straight, holes 
through refractory block 5. The gas exit of each oxidant cavity and each fuel cavity have rounded eclges at the gas exit 
face 1 0 as opposed to straight edges. The rounded edges reduce the velocity gradient between the gas flows ejected 
from the block and the surrounding atmosphere, which prevents particulates or volatile species contained inkhe at- 
35 mosphere to build-up around the outlets of the cavities which in turn would alter the geometry of the cavities! This is 
particularly important in the case of the natural gas cavities, because the build-up process can be aggravated! by the 
thermal cracking of the natural gas and the formation of coke deposits at the natural gas exits from the Yefjactory 
blocks, which can alter flow direction in the furnace. »<| 

The bottom cavities used for the fuel make a diverging angle p in order to distribute the fuel gas flow in a sheet 
40 pattern. An angle (3 of 5 degrees is represented in FIG. 8(a). From results of numerical simulations, it was found that 
the flame width could be increased by increasing the angle of the natural gas cavities. For instance, p = 7.5 degrees 
produce a wider flame compared to p = 5 degrees, without significantly reducing the flame length. 

The refractory block 5 illustrated in FIGs. 9a ( side elevation) and 9b (plan view) has five cavities: three cavities 
at the bottom for the injection of fuel in the furnace, and two cavities at the top for the oxidant injection. The refractory 
45 block 5 depicted in FIGs. 9a and 9b is preferably a single piece of refractory material having multiple cavities or through 
holes therethrough, such as cavities 91 and 92 for oxidant, and cavities 94, 96, and 98 for fuel. In the embodiment 
illustrated in FIGs. 9a and 9b, note that oxidant cavities 91 and 92 are initially parallel to each other and with the fuel 
cavities (see portions 91a and 92a), but then angle away from each other at an angle of 20, and toward the fuel cavities 
at an angle \x. Also note that fuel cavities 94 and 98 (the two on either side of the block 5) angle away from the central 
50 fuel cavity 96 at an angle, preferably also 9. This design allows the ability to position the exits of the fuel cavities closer 
to one another than in the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 8. Closer fuel exits might be useful when the fuel is fuel oil. 

Suitable materials for the refractory block are fused zirconia (Zr0 2 ), fused cast AZS (alumina-zirconia-silica), re- 
bonded AZS, or fused cast alumina (Al 2 0 3 ). The choice of a particular material is dictated among other parameters by 
the type of glass melted in the glass tank. 
55 Straight cavities as illustrated in FIG. B are easy to clean in case some material happens to block the gas outlets. 

However, angling out the last few centimeters of the cavities is enough to impart a diverging angle to the fuel, gas 
streams. Such a cavity design is illustrated in FIGs. 10a (plan view illustrating oxidant cavities only), 10b (plan view 
illustrating fuel and oxidant cavities), 10c (back end elevation) and 10d (side elevation), in the case of the oxidant 
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cavities. Each of the oxidant cavities 91 and 92 comprise two straight flow paths 91a and 92a, initially parallel, that 
make a small outward angle near the exit (flow paths). The purpose of the small angle is to direct the flow of oxidant 
outwards, in a similar fashion as the jets of fuel gas. In laboratory and field tests, angling out the oxidant (in the tests 
oxygen was used) cavities proved to give more stability to the flame and is beneficial to the burner operation by widening 
5 flame width without significantly decreasing flame length. A preferred configuration is when the angle between the two 
oxidant cavities at their exits is equal to the angle between the two side fuel gas cavities. 

The embodiment illustrated in FIGs. 11a-eis similar to the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 10, except that FIG. He 
illustrates that the two side fuel injectors make a small angle outward near their exit; thus both of the oxidant cavities 
91b and 92b veer outward near exit face 10, as well as the two side fuel injectors 94b and 98b. 
io From FIGs. 8, 1 0, and 1 1 it can be seen that the oxygen cavities are preferably angled downward toward the natural 

gas cavities. The angle shown on the drawings is 10 degrees. Under certain conditions, a smaller angle (such as 7.5 
degrees) can be used. Again angling out the last few inches of the cavities is enough to impart a converging angle 
between the oxygen jets and the natural jets. 

The burner assembly illustrated in FIG. 12 includes a mounting bracket made of two parts that are positioned on 
15 each of the upper and lower portions of refractory block 5, fastened together by bolts 32 screwed in plate P. The 
mounting bracket assembly slides in vertical grooves and G2 in the refractory block, and is thus well anchored to 
the block once the bolts 60 and 61 are in place. 

An oxidant distributor 30 of FIG. 12 is mounted directly on the mounting bracket assembly with bolts 32 and plate 
34. Tightness between the distributor and the block is insured by a gasket 36. The distributor comprises a plate 38 on 
20 which oxidant injectors 40 and 41 are welded. When mounted on the burner, the oxidant injectors 'penetrate into cavities 
in burner block 5, and stop 10 cm (4 inches) away from exit face 10 of the block, before any change in direction of the 
flow that can be imparted by the geometry of the oxidant cavities. 

A fuel gas distributor 50 is mounted on a plate 52 with quick connect clamps 53a and 53b. Plate 52 is attached to 
the mounting bracket by bolts 54a and 54b. Tightness between plate 52 and refractory block 5 is insured by a gasket 
2S 56. Three gas injectors 58a, 58b, and 58c penetrate into refractory block 5, and stop 10 cm (4 inches) away from exit 
face 10 of block 5 before any change in direction of the flow that can be imparted by the geometry of the fuel gas 
cavities. The inlet heads of the fuel gas injectors are imprisoned between the injector 60 and plate 52. Fuel gas injector 
tightness is insured by O-rings 62 and 64 positioned on the inlet head of the fuel gas injectors. The tube sealing detail 
in Figure 12(d) is noted, in particular. 
30 FIG. 13a is a perspective view of a refractory block 5 useful in the invention, illustrating the exits of two oxidant 

cavities 91a and 91b, the exits of three fuel gas cavities 94a, 94b, and 94c, and the exit of one liquid fuel cavity 95. 
FIG. 13b is a gas exit end elevation view of the refractory block of FIG 13b, illustrating distances 6, and d2, wherein 
d2 is the distance between a plane containing the axial center of the two oxidant cavities 91 (second plane) and the 
liquid fuel cavity 95, and d, is the distance between the second plane and a plane containing the three fuel gas cavities 
35 94. (Note that 6, is the same distance as h in FIG. 2) FIG. 13c is a gas exit end elevation view of an alternate design 
for the refractory block of FIG. 13a, illustrating an embodiment wherein there are in fact no gaseous fuel exits, and 
only one liquid fuel exit 97 is present (the two oxidant gas exits are the same as in FIG 1 3a). 

A relationship has been found to exist between the power of the inventive burner and the distances = h, d2, d, 
D, L, and 21 as depicted in FIGs. 2, 1 3b, and 22. If the distance between oxygen and natural gas exits from the'burner 
40 is defined by 6^ , then 



45 



d t = A(P/1000) 1/2 

wherein P is the burner capacity in kilowatts (kW), and 500 mm < A < 150 mm. The preferred value for A is 110 mm. 
If d 2 is defined as the distance from the plane containing the fuel gas exits to the parallel plane containing the liquid 
fuel exit then 

50 d 8 = d lPF 0 /p N G WfO + UirVnq] H 0 '') 

wherein: 

l FO = liquid fuel momentum in the cavity or injector, 
55 'air = atomizing air momentum in the injector or cavity, 

Ijsjg = gaseous fuel momentum, 
p FO = liquid fuel specific gravity, and 
Png = gaseous fuel specific gravity. 
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For the preferred value of A and for the following momentum values: 

l FO = 0.06N J . 
l AjR =1.79N, 
s l NG =1.56N, 

p FO = 0.9 kg/dm 3 , and 
Png = 0 74 kg/m 3 , 

the dimensional values listed in Table 1 are available. 

10 

Table 1 . 



75 



20 



Burner Power 


Power (KW) 


500 


1000 


1500 


2000 


3000 


4000 


5000 


6000 


7000 


d-| (mm) 


78 


110 


135 


156 


191 


220 


246 


270 


291 


d 2 (mm) 


113 


160 


196 


227 


278 


320 


358 


392 


423 


d (mm) 


10.6 


15 


18.4 


21.2 


26 


30 


33.5 


36.7 


39.7 


D(mm) 


29.7 


42 


51.4 


59.4 


72.7 


84 


93.9 


102.9 


111.1 


L (mm) 


113.1 


160 


196 


226.3 


277.1 


320 


357.8 


391.9 


423.3 


21 (mm) 


99 


140 


171.5 


198 


242.5 


280 


313 


342.9 


370.4 



FIG. 14 is a side elevation view of a burner assembly without a refractory block, having only oxidant injectors 102 
and fuel injectors 104 inserted through and secured in a wall 100 of a furnace or glass melt tank, in accordance with 
another burner assembly embodiment of the present invention. The oxidant injectors are illustrated.as being straight, 
with no change in angle, but of course the injectors may initially be parallel with the fuel injectors, and then change 
direction, so that the fuel and oxidant mix in the combustion chamber. This embodiment may also be used when the 
fuel is a liquid fuel. This arrangement, as well as the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 17, may be useful in that the fuel 
and oxidant may be preheated by combusted fuel in the combustion chamber, adding to the efficiency of fuel combus- 
tion. 

FIG. 15 is a plan view of a refractory block, illustrating cavities (oxidant or fuel) 91a and 91 b; FIG. 16 is a plan view 
of the refractory block of FIG. 15, illustrating an embodiment having short injeclors 102a and 102b inside the cavities; 
and FIG. 17 is a plan view of the refractory block of FIG. 15, illustrating an embodiment having long injectors 102a and 
1 02b protruding outside of the cavities. 

II. Specifics for Liquid Fuel Atomization 

FIG. 18 is a sectional view of a liquid fuel atomizer 200 useful in the invention. 

As stated previously in the Background section, the present aspect of the invention falls within the scope of the 
third mode of liquid fuel atomization; it describes a complete device that makes possible control of the atomization of 
a liquid fuel using a gaseous fluid and the application of this device to a burner, such as the inventive burner assemblies 
described herein. 

In the present invention, even though the geometry for fluid introduction seems similar, the fluid introduction into 
the combustion zone is a two-phase mixture of atomizing gas and droplets of liquid fuel. Further, the specific charac- 
teristics of the invention reside in the fact that atomization takes place outside of the nozzle (external atomization) and 
yet permits forming distinct spray jets having high relative angles (5° to 30°). 

The fundamental constraint on a liquid fuel atomizer operating in high temperature combustion zones (varying 
from 1400°C to 1700°C) is its durability. Moreover, the flame produced at the outlet of this injector is an oxy flame 
residing at an even higher temperature (>2200°C). These high temperatures must not under any circumstance lead 
to any damage of the components comprising this device. This device must be able to function continuously under 
these conditions and with an inspection frequency on the order of months. 

The inventive liquid fuel atomizer is capable of ensuring the production of a single broad flame, a single long flame, 
or several short flames simultaneously. 

The atomization principle adopted in the atomizer of the present invention is external atomization. This choice was 
essentially imposed by the constraints of thermal resistance and maintenance of the injector when used in a third 
generation burner (self-cooled burner with separate injection). In effect, the temperature levels potentially reached by 
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the fuel injectors in burners of this type and very much higher than those previously encountered with first and second 
generation burners. 

These temperature levels therefore do not allow direct contact between the fuel spray and high temperature metal 
parts. This contact would inevitably lead to coke formation at the tip of the injector and, in short order, plugging of the tip. 
5 External atomization is the only mode of atomization which is able to obviate this difficulty and thereby ensure an 

injector servicing frequency on the order of a month. In effect, this atomization is characterized by the formation of the 
spray outside of the injector, thus precluding all contact between the spray and metal parts. 

Moreover, as we will see in the description of the device, the liquid fuel is constantly "sheathed" by the atomizing 
fluid, which, being heated preferentially, draws off the heat flux transmitted to the injector. By playing the role of a heat 
10 transfer fluid for cooling, the atomizing fluid thus protects the liquid fuel from any excessive heating that could produce 
the beginnings of coke formation. 

A. Description of the Inventive Liquid Atomization Device (FIG. 18) 

15 The atomization device of the present invention is characterized by: 

a liquid fuel injector, and 

an outer nozzle completely surrounding the injector. 

20 To facilitate cleaning of the atomization device, this outer nozzle is composed of two symmetrical cowls which, 

when they are positioned face to face, completely enclose the liquid fuel injector and form the outer nozzle. 

Reference will now be made to FIGs. 18-19. In FIG. 18, the liquid fuel injector 200 is composed of a hollow cylinder 
of inside diameter D 0) and outside diameter D OE that is terminated with a certain number of hollow elementary conduits 
0^ , C 2 , and C 3 . Liquid fuel is delivered into the cylinder of diameter D ol and then to the interior of all the hollow conduits 
25 to emerge outside the liquid fuel injector (combustion chamber side). The number of elementary conduits can range 
from 2 to 5 (typically 2 or 3). The axes of all the elementary conduits are in the same plane ("spray plane 0 ); this plane 
contains the axis of the hollow cylinder (D Qj ; D OE ). 

In FIG. 18 and the accompanying discussion, the symbols which carry the letter Y in superior position will refer 
to "elementary atomizer i,° where i can be equal to 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 depending on the number of elementary injectors 
30 with which the atomization device has been provided. 

Each of the hollow conduits will have an inside diameter D'-, (into which the liquid fuel will flow) and an outside 
"diameter" D' 2 . The external shape of the conduits is not necessarily cylindrical: it can be parallelepipedal with square 
section. In such a case, D j 2 is the side of the square, the side parallel to the "spray plane." 

Each of these conduits has an inclination angle a', with respect to the axis of the cylinder (D ol ; D OE ); this angle 
35 is in the "spray plane." 

The length of each of these conduits (distance between the cylinder (D 0i ; D OE ) and the end of the conduit) is L j v 

B. Description of the Outer Nozzle (FIGs. 19a and 19b) 

40 The outer nozzle is formed of a hollow cylinder (inside diameter D F , and outside diameter D FE ) which is extended 

by a profiled part. The interior of the profiled part of the nozzle is pierced by channels which merge with the cylinder 
of diameter D FI . The number of channels is equal to the number of elementary conduits present in the liquid fuel injector 
All the axes of these channels are located in the "spray plane", which also contains the axis of the cylinder (D Fi ; D FE ). 
The channels have a length L j 2 and a diameter D' 3 . The shape of the channels is the same as that of the elementary 
45 conduits of the fuel injector: it can be cylindrical or parallelepipedal with square section (in the former case, D 3 is the 
diameter of the cylinder; in the latter case D' 3 is the length of the side of the square, the side parallel to the "spray plane'). 

Each of these channels has an inclination angle l' 2 with respect to the axis of the hollow cylinder (D F , ; D FE ); this 
angle is in the "spray plane." 

The axis of the hollow cylinder (D OI ; D OE ) coincides with that of the hollow cylinder (D FI ; D FE ). 
50 The atomizing fluid is delivered to the interior of the outer nozzle and around the liquid fuel injector 

C. Details of an "Elementary Atomizer" (FIG. 18) 

An elementary atomizer is comprised of 

55 

a hollow conduit inside which the liquid fuel flows. The outside of this conduit can be cylindrical or parallelepipedal 
with square section; the internal geometry of the conduit is cylindrical. 

a machined channel in which the hollow conduit is arranged. The geometry of this channel is the same as the 
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external geometry of the hollow conduit. The atomizing fluid circulates in the channel, around the hollow conduit. 

To provide external atomization of the liquid fuel by the atomizing fluid, all the elementary atomizers composing 
the atomization device of the invention conform to precise technical criteria. 

For each elementary atomizer i, where i can be equal to 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 according to the number of elementary 
injectors which the atomization device of the invention has, the following apply: 

1 . To avoid any plugging of the hollow conduit where the liquid fuel circulates: 
D't > 0.5 mm and typically D\ = 2 mm. 

2. The thickness of the hollow conduit must be as small as possible in order to permit immediate shearing of the 
jet of liquid fuel as it exits from the conduit by the atomizing fluid which flows along its periphery the smaller the 
thickness of material separating the fuel from the atomizing fluid is, the more rapidly the two fluids will be brought 
in contact and thus the more effective the shearing between the two jets will be. Furthermore, a reduction in the 
thickness of the conduit also favors the formation of a spray having a low solid angle. 

is 3. Lastly, a decrease in this thickness also serves to decrease the amount of material subjected to the thermal 

radiation from the combustion chamber: the smaller the thickness of the conduit is, the more limited the amount 
of heat captured by the conduit will be. The temperature of the conduit will be lowered as a consequence.; 

On the other hand, this thickness must be sufficient to provide mechanical resistance to the shocks that occur 
20 during manipulation of the atomization device. 

D' 2 - D\ < 6 mm, and typically and preferably 
D j 2 - D't = 1 mm. 

The space between the outside of the hollow conduit and the inside of the channel (-"the flame") must be propor- 
tioned in such a way that the velocity of the atomizing fluid (V atomi2jng flujd ) follows the relationship: 



25 



Mach0.3<V atomtingflujd <Mach1.2. 

Accordingly depending on the delivery rates of the fuel to be atomized, the following applies' 
30 0.2mm<(D* 3 - Di 2 ) <6mm, 

and typically (D j 3 - D' 2 ) = 1 mm. 
The purpose of each of the elementary atomizers is to eject a spray of droplets in a precise direction. This direction 
is the direction of the axis of the channel and the hollow conduit for liquid fuel. 

To ensure this precise orientation of the trajectories of the droplets composing the spray, it is necessary to have 
perfect coaxiality between the axis of the channel and that of the hollow conduit. Thus the criterion is: 
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Furthermore, the length of the hollow conduit and the length of the channel must be sufficient to secure establishment 
of the flows of the two fluids in their respective conduits. If one wishes that the two fluids enter the combustion chamber 
with the same orientation of the axial components of their respective velocity vectors, it is preferred that 
L\ > 5 D't and typically = 10 D\ 
L { 2 > 5 (D j 3 - Dy and typically L j 2 = 1 5 (D^ - D j 2 ) 

D. Distribution of Fluids Among the Different Elementary Atomizers 

To ensure a proper distribution of the liquid fuel among Ihe different elementary conduils composing the device 
the criterion to be satisfied is: " / 

so D ol 2 > 1.32W and typically D ol = 4 mm. Furthermore, the lengths of the different conduits must be as close to one 
another as possible: 

Letting i and j be two elementary atomizers, L\ = U 1 .. 
Depending on whether one does or does not wish to distribute different liquid fuel delivery rates to each of the 
elementary conduits, one may or may not choose D^ values specific to each of the elementary conduits. The large 
is, the more fuel will be carried by elementary atomizer i. 

To ensure a proper distribution of atomizing fluid to the various elementary channels comprising the device the 
criterion to be satisfied is: 
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d fp 2 -d oe 2 M.SZrfDi 2 -^ 2 ). 

Furthermore, the lengths of the different conduits must be as close to one another as possible- 
Letting i and j be two elementary atomizers, U 2 = D 2 . 

A^^^aTJ^^ ° lfferent E,ementary Atomi2ers: Exam P le of a Device Having Three Elementary 

The relative angle between the different elementary atomizers is a function of the number of elementary atomizers 
composing the atomization device and the flame morphology one wishes to obtain. Thus: 

O 0 < < 60° and O 0 < <x 2 < 60°. 

In general, the greater the number of elementary atomizers and the larger the relative angles between these elementary 
atomizers, the wider and shorter the flame will be. y 
Conversely, an atomization device having two elementary atomizers with a low relative angle (on the order of 1 0* that 
is a , = a\ = 5° and a 2 , = <x 2 2 = 5°) will produce a long and straight flame. 

By way of example, the following flames were obtained in industrial tests in a glass furnace and in a pilot furnace 
with two atomization devices each having three elementary atomizers: Fuel oil delivery rate = 1 00 kg/Tr atomizing air 
delivery rate = 20 kg/h. a ' y 

Device A (FIG. 18): 
o't =0^2=1 6°; a 2 ! = a 2 2 = 0°; a 3 , = a 3 2 = 1 6° 
25 D 1 -, = D 2 i = D\ = 2.0 mm. 

Length of visible flame = 3.5 m. 
Width of visible flame = 1 .5 m. 
Device B (FIG. 18): 
a\ = a\ = 12°; a 2 1 = a\ = 0°; a\ = o? 2 = 12° 
30 D\ = = D3 1 = 2.0 mm. 

Length of visible flame = 4.5 m. 
Width of visible flame = 0.7 m. 

„rn DeP ?h di » n9 0 H f the , ^^f^ an9,eS f ° r the e,ementar V atomizer ^ and the relative diameter of the hollow conduits 
carrying the liquid fuel, it is also possible to obtain separate flames for each of the elementary atomizers 
35 Thus, at the same fuel oil and atomizing air delivery rates, one has* 

Device C (FIG. 18): 

a\ = = 20°; = a 2 2 = 0°; a 3 ! = a 3 2 = 20° 
D 1 1 = D 2 l =D3 1 =2.0mm. 
Length of 3 separate visible flames = 1 .5 m. ' * 

40 Width of 3 separate visible flames = 0.5 m. 

^.Additional Characteristics of the Outer Nozzle Related to the Useof the Atomization Device in Glass Furnaces 
(rius. nyaand i9d) 
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In the case of continuous use of this device in glass furnaces (combustion chambers with elevated temperatures 
rangmg from 1500'C to 1670X the atomization device of the invention must be capable of ensuring production c!f a 
stable flame for periods on the order of months. The atomization principle selected makes it possible to keep the 
temperature of the metal parts composing the device below 1100°C. Thus, the temperature measured at the lip of the 
device during an mdustrial test for one month in a glass furnace at 1 600'C never exceeded 800°C 

These temperatures, which are not very high compared to the melting temperature of glass (~1350°C) give rise 
to a condensation phenomenon by the vitreous materials present in glass furnaces 

To avoid the formation of a layer of glass condensates on the outside of the outer nozzle, two symmetrical ortfices 
are provided ,n the nozzle (FIG. 19a and FIG 19b). The diameter D OR and the elevation H OR are established in such 
a way that he jet of atom.zing fluid emerging from the orifices covers the entire surface of the end of the outer nozzle 

Typically, D OR ~1 mm and H OR -10 mm. To avoid the formation of a glass condensates layer on the front and 
the side of the outer nozzle, a small slot (e FF ~ 0.1 mm) has to be made between the outer nozzles. 
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G. Control of the Flame Length at a Fixed Geometry 
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For a given geometry of the atomization device of the present invention, it is possible to significantly vary the length 
of the flame (or flames) produced by a burner using this device. The flexibility (in terms of flame length at constant fuel 
delivery rate) observed when this device is deployed in a glass furnace corresponds to a ratio of one to three (flame 
length varying from 3.7 to 1 .2 m). 

This control of the flame length is achieved by increasing or decreasing the delivery rate of the atomizing fluid 
flowing between the outer nozzle and the liquid fuel injector. This variation in delivery rate is directly linked to the 
variation in pressure of the atomizing fluid upstream from the atomization device. 

In ordinary use, this device functions at an atomizing fluid pressure between 1 and 6 bars relative. The higher the 
pressure of the atomizing fluid, the higher also will be the delivery rate of atomizing fluid and the shorter and "harder" 
the obtained flame (or flames) will be. This phenomenon is directly attributable to the change in the particle size dis- 
tribution of the droplets of liquid fuel composing the spray that is formed: the increase in the rate of delivery of atomizing 
fluid has the effect of decreasing the average spray droplet diameter and narrowing the distribution of the diameters 
about this mean value. Conversely, a decrease in the rate of delivery of atomizing fluid will increase the average 
diameter while widening the distribution. 

Preferred pressurized atomization fluids are employed, such as pressurized air, steam, water vapor, and the like. 

III. Other Burner Assembly Embodiments 

FIG. 20a is a schematic illustration of a refractory block 5 and fuel gas cavity 94 in same, while FIG. 20b is a 
schematic illustrating a cavity throat diameter D' and gas exit diameter D for an injector or cavity. For fuel gas, the ratio 
of 1 (from FIG. 2, the distance between adjacent fuel gas exits) and D' (fuel cavity or injector throat diameter).ranges 
from 1.5 to 10, more preferably from 1.5 to 3, and most preferably 2. FIG. 20a also illustrates that the cavities in the 
refractory block may have varying diameter in the direction of gas flow, and that the gas exits are generally contoured 
at the exits, allowing the exits to be less likely to be plugged. 7 

FIGs. 21 and 22 are gas exit end elevation views of two other refractory block embodiments within the indention " 
illustrating oxidant cavities 91 a and 91 b. The embodiment of FIG. 21 illustrates that the fuel gas cavities 94 may have 
concentric gas injectors in each cavity, whereby for example, fuel may injected in small diameter fuel gas injector 94' 
for low power operation, and through either the large diameter fuel gas injector 94 only, or through both injectors 94 
and 94' for high power burner operation. Control of fuel flow between 94 and 94' may be controlled by suitable valving 
arrangements, or through the use of an orifice in the line feeding one or the other of 94 and 94'. A liquid fuel injector 
95 is also illustrated. 

FIG. 22 illustrates a very important alternative refractory block embodiment within the invention, wherein it has 
been discovered that flame stability is significantly increased when the peripheral oxidant injectors 91 a and 91 b, when 
positioned as illustrated, have a distance separating them of L, is greater than two times the distance I between adjacent 
fuel injectors, that is when L > 21 . This is true also when the fuel and oxidant are injected via the use only of injectors, 
rather than the use of a refractory block. 

- FIGsr23=31- illustrate-in front elevation- views; other embodiments" of bcrrneT as~se7nblies~df the~irWehtion. FIG7 23" 
illustrates an embodiment wherein the two oxidant cavities 91a and 91b have exits which are rectangular, also illus- 
trating three fuel gas exits 94 and a liquid fuel exit 95. . ' • \ 

FIG. 24 illustrates an embodiment wherein oxidant emanates from two oxidant exits 91a and 91 b : and oxidant also 
emanates from three annular portions 91 ' which surround respectively three fuel exits 94'. 

FIG. 25 illustrates an embodiment wherein a single oxidant exit 91 is present as a rectangle having a width much 
greater than its height. In this embodiment, the ratio of width to height of the oxidant cavity exit may range from 1 :1 up 
to 4:1. ^ 

FIG. 26 illustrates an embodiment wherein the two oxidant cavities 91a and 91b have exits which are ellipsoid, 
also illustrating three fuel gas exits 94. \ . ' ' 

FIG. 27 illustrates an embodiment similar to the embodiemnt of FIG. 26, with the addition of a liquid fuel cavity 95 
50 having a circular exit. 

FIG. 28 illustrates an embodiment wherein a single ellipsoid oxidant exit 91 is present with three fuel gas cavities 
94 having circular exits. 

FIG. 29 illustrates an embodiment similar to the embodiment of FIG. 28, with the addition of a liquid fuel cavity 95 
having a circular exit. 

FIG. 30 illustrates an embodiment wherein a single ellipsoid oxidant exit 91 is present with two fuel gas cavities 
94 having circular exits. 

FIG. 31 illustrates an embodiment similar to the embodiemnt of FIG. 30 wherein a single ellipsoid oxidant exit 91 
is present with two fuel gas cavities 94 having circular exits, with the addition of a liquid fuel cavity 95 having a circular 



35 



40 



45 



55 



16 

BNSDOCID: <EP 075491 2A2_L> 



EP 0 754 912 A2 



exit. 

FIGs 32 and 33 illustrate embodiments wherein oxidant emanates from one or more positions both above and 
below the f uel exrt(s). In these embodiments, the fuel cavities are essentially parallel to the lower oxidant cavities while 
the upper oxidant cavities are angled down so that the upper oxidant fluid flow converges with the fuel fluid flow and 
5 the lower oxidant fluid flows in the combustion chamber. Thus, in FIG. 32, duel oxidant exits 9 1 a and 91 b are positioned 
above and below respectively, of a single fuel exit 94. FIG. 33 illustrates a similar embodiment, except that there are 
two oxidant exits 91a and 91 b above two fuel exils 94, and two oxidant exits 91a 1 and 91 b' below the duel fuel exits 
More than two fuel exits, with corresponding upper and lower oxidant exits, can be envisioned ' 

,„ ♦ Hffu y °u hGr embodimen,s are P° ssible and c an be constructed by the skilled artisan after having read and under- 
1U stood the above. 

for exlmX^Gs 8° 11 ^ ^ ° f ^ ^ h *" embodiments are Preferably contoured, as depicted 

Having described the present invention, it will be readily apparent to the artisan that many changes and modifica- 
is inTentbT *° ^ ab ° Ve " desCribed embo ^™nts without departing from the spirit and the scope of the present 
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1 . A method of combustion of a fuel with an oxidant, the method characterized by the steps of: 

a) providing a supply of an oxidant fluid stream; 

b) injecting said oxidant fluid stream in into a combustion chamber to create at least one injected oxidant fluid 
stream; 

c) providing a supply of a fuel fluid stream; 

d) injecting said fuel fluid stream into the combustion chamber to create at least two injected fuel fluid streams- 

e) creating a substantially planar sheet of fuel fluid in the combustion chamber by injecting the at least two 
injected fuel fluid streams into the combustion chamber, at least two of the injected tuel fluid streams beinq 
substantially located in a first fuel plane; " 9 

f) intersecting the oxidant fluid stream with the sheet of fuel fluid in the combustion chamber and 

g) combusting the fuel fluid with the oxidant fluid in the combustion chamber. 

2. The method according to claim 1 further characterized by two adjacent fuel fluid streams having a final diverging 
angle which is not greater than 15°. u y . 

3. The method according to claim 1 or 2 further characterized by a major portion of the fuel fluid streams being 
substantially located in the first plane, said first fuel plane being below said oxidant streams. 

4. The method according to one of claims 1 to 3 further characterized by all of the fuel fluid streams being substantially 
located in the first plane, said first fuel plane being below said oxidant streams. 

5. The method according to one of Claims 1 to 4 further characterized by said fuel fluid being a gaseous fuel. 

6. The method according to one of Claims 1 to 5 further characterized by said fuel fluid being selected trom the group 
consisting of methane, natural gas, liquefied natural gas, steam reformed natural gas, propane, carbon monoxide 
hydrogen, atomized oil or mixtures thereof. 

7. The method according to one of Claims 1 to 6 further characterized by said oxidant fluid being an oxygen^omprisinq 
gas having at least 50% volume of oxygen. • 9 

8. The method according to one of Claims 2 to 7 further characterized by the final diverging angle ranging.from 3° 



9. 



The method according to one of Claims 1 to 8 further characterized by a major portion of the oxidant being injected 
in at least two oxidant fluid streams defining a second plane, said at least two oxidant streams in said second plane 
converging at a converging angle with said fuel streams in said first plane and intersecting with the fuel streams 
in the first fuel plane in the combustion chamber. 
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10. The method according to one of Claims 1 to 9 further characterized by all of the oxidant being injected in at least 
two oxidant fluid streams defining a second plane, said at least two oxidant streams in said second plane converging 
at a converging angle with said fuel streams in said first plane and intersecting with the fuel streams in the first 
fuel plane in the combustion chamber. 

5 

11. The method according to one of Claims 9 or 10 further characterized by said converging angle being not more 
than 20°. 

12. The method according to one of Claims 9 to 11 further characterized by two adjacent oxidant fluid streams making 
10 a final diverging angle smaller than 15°. 

13. The method according to one of Claims 1 to 12 further characterized by the injection of the fuel streams creating 
a fuel cloud which has a spreading angle which is at most 1 20°. 
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14. The method according to Claim 1 3 further characterized by said spreading angle ranging from 10° to 60 p . 

15. The method according to one of Claims 1 to 14 further characterized by the fuel velocity being at least 15 meters 
per second. 

16. A burner assembly having al least two fuel fluid cavities, at least one oxidant fluid cavity and at least one exit face 
at which at least one of the fuel fluid cavities or at least one of the oxidant fluid cavities or both terminates, char- 
acterized by: 

a) means for supplying an oxidant fluid stream; 

b) means to inject said oxidant fluid stream in said at least one oxidant fluid cavity to create at least one injected 
oxidant fluid stream; 

c) means for supplying a fuel fluid stream; 

d) means to inject said fuel fluid stream in said at least two fuel fluid channels to create at least two injected 
fuel fluid streams; and 

e) wherein the directions of injection of the oxidant fluid stream and the fuel fluid stream are substantially 
converging and intersect at a combustion zone, while the directions of at least two adjacent fuel fluid channels 
are diverging. 

17. A burner assembly having improved flame length and shape control, characterized-by:.. .7 

a refractory block adapted to be in fluid connection with sources of oxidant and fuel, the refractory block 
having a fuel and oxidant entrance end and a fuel and oxidant exit end, the exit end having fuel exits and oxidant 
exits, the refractory block further having a plurality of fuel cavities, at least two of the fuel cavities defining a first 
fuel plane, and a plurality of oxidant cavities defining a second oxidant plane, the fuel cavities being more numerous 
than the oxidant cavities. " ;/ 

18. Burner assembly in accordance with claim 17 further characterized by the oxidant exits being larger than the fuel 
exits. ~ ; . 

19. Burner assembly in accordance with claim 17 or 18 further characterized by amounting bracket assembly remov- 
ably attached to the fuel and oxidant entrance end of the refractory block, the mounting bracket assembly having 
a gas distribution face. 

20. Burner assembly in accordance with claim 19 further characterized by a fuel distributor positioned on a lower 
portion of the gas distribution face. 

21. Burner assembly in accordance with claim 1 9 or 20 further characterized by an oxidant distributor pbsitioned on 
an upper portion the gas distribution face. 

22. The burner assembly according to one of claims 17 to 21 further characterized by said refractory block being a 
material selected from the group consisting of fused zirconia, fused cast alumina-zirconia-silica, rebonded alumina- 
zirconia-silica, and fused cast alumina. 

23. The burner assembly according to one of claims 17 to 22 further characterized by one or more cavities having 
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therein an injector. 

24. The burner assembly according to one of claims 17 to 23 further characterized by said refractory block havino at 
least five cavities. • a 

25. The burner assembly according to one of claims 17 to 24 further characterized by said refractory block havinq 
three cavities at a lower portion thereof for injection of said fuel into a furnace combustion chamber, and two cavities 
at an upper portion thereof for injection of said oxidant into said furnace combustion chamber. 

26. The burner assembly according to one of claims 1 7 to 25 further characterized by said fuel and oxidant exits being 
circular. y 

27. The burner assembly according to one of claims 17 to 27 further characterized by said cavities are straight through 
holes through the refractory block and the cavity exits being contoured. 

28. The burner assembly of one of claims 25 to 27 further characterized by said three cavities at said lower portion 
for said fuel injection each set at a final diverging angle at the fuel and oxidant exit end ranginq from 3° to 15° 
relative to an adjacent fuel cavity. 

29. The burner assembly of one of claims 25 to 28 further characterized by said three cavities at said lower portion 
for said fuel injection each set at a final diverging angle at the.fuel and oxidant exit end ranging from 3° to 10° 
relative to an adjacent fuel cavity. 

30. The burner assembly of one of claims 25 to 29 further characterized by said two cavities at said upper portion for 
injection of said oxidant being positioned at a final diverging angle between them at the fuel and oxidant exit end 
ranging from 0° to 15°. 



31. The burner assembly of one of claims 25 to 30 further characterized by said two cavities at said upper portion for 
injection of said oxidant being positioned at a final diverging angle between them at the fuel and oxidant exit end 

30 ranging from 7" to 15°. 

32. The burner assembly of one of claims 21 to 31 further characterized by said oxidant distributor being mounted 
directly on said mounting bracket assembly with fastening means. 
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33. The burner assembly of one of claims 20 to 32 further characterized by said fuel distributor being mounted directly 
on said mounting bracket assembly with fastening means. 

34. The burner assembly of one of claims 20 to 33 further characterized by said fuel distributor being a single integral 
component which fits inside a cavity of said refractory block, said fuel distributor having multiple fuel exits. 

35. The burner assembly according to one of claims 17 to 34 further characterized by each fuel cavity having a throat 
having a throat diameter D" and an exit having an exit diameter d, and the fuel cavity exits spaced apart by a 
distance 1 . 

36. The burner assembly according to claim 35 further characterized by a ratio ot said distance 1 to said diameter D' 
of a smallest of the fuel cavity throats ranging from 1.5 to 10. 

37. The burner assembly of claim 36 further characterized by said ratio ranging from 1 .5 to 3. 

38. The burner assembly of claim 36 or 37 further characterized by said ratio being 2. 

39 ' to^oT aSSembly ' n accordance with one of claims 17 10 3 8 further characterized by a ratio of (l/d) ranging from 4 
40 " 2 toTo aSS8mbIy ' n acC0rdance with one of c,aims 17 t0 39 furth *r characterized by a ratio of (L/D) ranging from 
41. The burner assembly of one of claims 17 to 40 further characterized by having at least one liquid fuel injector 
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l FO = liquid fuel momentum in the cavity or injector, 
l A i R = atomizing air momentum in the injector or cavity, 
l NG = gaseous fuel momentum, 
p FO = liquid fuel specific gravity, 

d^anceT 0 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Said Se °° nd ° Xidant p,anes s6 P arat ^ by £ 

d 1 = A(P/1000) 1/2 

wherein P is the burner capacity in kilowatts (kW), and bout 500 mm < A < 150 mm. 
42. The burner assembly of claim 41 further characterized by A being 110 millimeters and 

l FO = 0.06 N, 
l AIR = 1.79 N, 

l NG = 1.56N, - 
p FO = 0.9 kg/dm 3 , 
Png = °- 7 4 kg/m 3 , and 

the dimensional values listed in Table 1 . wherein d is the diameter of the gas fuel exits, D is the diameter of the 
oxidant exrts, L is the distance between outermost oxidant exits, and I is the distance between any two as fuel exits. 

Table 1 . 



Burner Power 



Power (KW) 


500 


1000 


1500 


2000 


3000 


4000 


5000 


6000 


7000 


d 1 (mm) 


78 


110 


135 


156 


191 


220 


246 


270 


291 


d 2 (mm) 


113 


160 


196 


227 


278 


320 


358 


392 


423 


d (mm) 


10.6 


15 


18.4 


21.2 


26 


30 


33.5 


36.7 


39.7 


D (mm) 


29.7 


42 . 


51.4 


59.4 


72.7 


84 


93.9 


102.9 


111.1 


L (mm) 


113.1 


160 


196 


226.3 


277.1 


320 


357.8 


391.9 


.423.3 


21 (mm) 99 


140 


171.5 


198 


242.5 


280 


313 


342.9 


.370.4 



43. The burner assembly of one of claims 17 to 42 further characterized by having at least two peripheral oxidant 

44 ' L h H r" ?f r TT^ ° f ° f C ' aimS 17 ,0 43 ,Urther charact erized by at least one of said fuel fluid cavities in 
sa.d first fuel plane hav.ng a tube within said cavity, said tube having an outer diameter substantially smaller than 
an inner diameter of said cavity. y oma p " ian 

45. The burner assembly of one of claims 17 to 44 further characterized by the oxidant second plane and said first 
fuel plane being positioned so that they converge at an angle ranging from 0° to 15°. 

46 " m NeX aSS6mbly ° f ° f C ' aimS 1 8 10 45 ' Urthef Charac,erized b V at least one cavity having positioned therein 
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47. The burner assembly of claim 46 said injector protruding into the combustion chamber. 

48. The burner assembly of claim 46 or 47 further characterized by said injector having a length such that it does not 
protrude ,nto the combustion chamber, but terminates at a position internal to the refractory block 



49. 



40 



50. 



51. 



A burner assembly having improved flame length and shape control, characterized by 

- rac,0 \ blocl \ navin 9 a fuel and oxidant entrance end and a fuel and oxidant exit end, and further having 

iSKJfif^ 3 P I' 1 ' ° f ° Xidam C3Vi,ieS ' S8id ° Xidant Cavities defi ™9 an «**"« P"™ whfch is 
positioned at an upper portion of the refractory block and above the fuel cavity. . 

A burner assembly having improved flame length and shape control, characterized by 

a factory block having a fuel and oxidant entrance end and a fuel and oxidant exit end, and further having 
aphmNty of fuel cav,t.es and a plurality of oxidant cavities, at least two of said oxidant cav ties defining first 

2 T7 15 T^ 10 ^ 3t an UPPef P ° rti0n ° f the ref rac,or V block and above a Portion of the fuef cavi ies 
defining a fuel plane, where-n at least some of the oxidant cavities form a second plane a. a position lowerTn the 
factory b ,oc than the firs, oxidant plane, and wherein a, leas, one of the oxidant cavities in the second ox dant 
plane has positioned ,herein a fuel injector having a diameter smaller than its corresponding oxidant cavity 

A burner assembly having improved flame length and shape control, characterized by 

a refrac ! ory ; block havin 9 a ,uel and o^dant entrance end and a fuel and oxidant exit end, and further having 

reKll V TT ^ 3 Sin9 ' e ° Xidant Said ° Xidant P° srtioned a < an W portio o, the" 

refractory block and above a portion of the fuel cavities defining a fuel plane. 

^ 52. Burner assembly in accordance with claim 51 further characterized by the oxidant cavity having a non-circular exit. 
53. A burner assembly characterized by: 

a) at least two fuel injectors defining a first plane; 

b) at least one oxidant injector; and 

c) a wall through which the oxidant and the fuel injectors protrude into a combustion chamber the injectors 
removably secured in the wall, mjeciors 

S^ 0 " P ° Sit{0ned ^ 3 COnVer9in9 8n9,e tOWafd the fifSt P,ane in the comb ^ ion chamber 



54. A burner assembly having improved flame length and shape control, characterized by 

at ip.ft T a f°? b T ha , Vin ? 3 fUSl ° Xidant entranCe end and a f uel and oxjdant exit end, and further having 

oortTon o^tT: " a M ^ eaS i tW K° ° Xidant CaVltiGS ' at ,9aSt ° ne ° f Said 0xidant cavrtles Phoned at an upper 
portion of the refractory block and above a fuel cavity, and at least one of said oxidant cavities positioned at a 
lower portion of the refractory block and below a fuel cavity positioned at a 
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FIG. 2 
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(57) A burner assembly having improved flame 
length and shape control is presented, which includes 
in exemplary emodiments at least one fuel fluid inlet and 
at least one oxidant fluid inlet, means for transporting 
the fuel fluid from the fuel inlet to a plurality of fuel out- 
lets, the fuel fluid leaving the fuel outlets in fuel streams 
that are injected into a combustion chamber, means for 
transporting the oxidant fluid from the oxidant inlets to 
at least one oxidant outlet, the oxidant fluid leaving the 
oxidant outlets in oxidant fluid streams that are injected 



into the combustion chamber, with the fuel and oxidant 
outlets being physically separated, and geometrically 
arranged in order to impart to the fuel fluid streams and 
the oxidant fluid streams angles and velocities that allow 
combustion of the fuel fluid with the oxidant in a stable, 
wide, and luminous flame. Alternatively, injectors may 
be used alone or with the refractory block to inject oxi- 
dant and fuel gases. The burner assembly affords im- 
proved control over flame size and shape and may be 
adjusted for use with a particular furnace as required. 



CO 
< 
CM 

5> 

in 
o 

CL 
LU 



BNSDCCID: <EP 075491 2A3J_> 



Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR) 



EP 0 754 912 A3 



J 



European Patent 
Office 



EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



Application Number 

EP 96 40 1578 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Citation ot document wim indication, wrere appropriate. 
ol relevant passages 



Relevant 
to claim 



CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
APPLICATION <lnt.CI.6> 



A,D 



A,D 



A,D 



US 2 149 980 A (PARET JR) 7 March 1939 

* page 1. left-hand column, line 4 - line 
10 * 

* page 1. right-hand column, line 15 - 
page 2, left-hand column, line 33 * 

* page 2, left-hand column, line 48 - line 
62; figures 1,4 * 

EP 0 335 728 A (BOC GROUP INC) 
4 October 1989 

* page 4, line 63 - page 5, line 18; 
figure 7B * 

US 5 302 112 A (NAB0RS JR JAMES K ET AL) 
12 April 1994 

* column 4, line 35 - line 66; claims 2,3; 
figure 3 * 

US 5 299 929 A (YAP LOO T) 5 April 1994 

* the whole document * 



1,3-5,9, 
10.54 
49-51.53 



F23D14/32 

F23M5/02 

F23D14/22 



2,16 



11 



TECHNICAL FIELDS 
SEARCHED (lnt.Ct.6) 



F230 
F23M 
F23C 
C03B 



The present search report has been drawn up lor all claims 



THE HAGUE 



Daw ol completion of tne search 

22 October 1998 



Coll 



Examiner 

E 



CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS 

X : particularly relevant if taken atore 

Y : particularly relevant if combined with another 

document ct the same category 
A : technological background 
O : non-written disclosure 
P : intermediate document 



T : theory or pnncple underlying the invention 
E : earlier patent document, but published on, or 

after the filing date 
D : document cited in the application 
L : document crtod fcr other reasons 

& : member of the same potent family, corresponding 
document 



BNSDOCID: <EP 075491 2A3_I_> 



